We continue to reach out to larger audiences and greater numbers of users, as we advance our mission. Currently, we are working to transition to a SUNYwide integrated "virtual library" for all SUNY faculty and students. In addition to full-text access to thousands of online journals and databases, SUNYConnect will provide direct circulation and overnight delivery to the more than 18 million volumes in SUNY libraries.
The University will announce a new five-year capital campaign in April 2003. The Libraries have identified key priorities for our part in the campaign. These include building a stable and strong financial foundation to ensure our long-term innovation, growth, and development. Our campaign will focus on building endowment support for Library collections; for advancing our technological resources; and for facilities enhancement and expansion of the Dewey Graduate Library.
Endowments are created by people who care deeply about the centrality of the Libraries to the University at Albany, past, present, and future. In this issue, we will introduce you to two people who have each established endowments. Both emeriti professors, Ken Birr and George Martin offer great reasons for their choices.
We know we can count on our friends to sustain us in times of challenges and choices. We thank you for supporting the Annual Fund as well as for helping us build endowments. We need you now more than ever to ensure our continued vitality in the 21 st century. Mary Jane Brustman notes that "Social Welfare students come into the Library out of proportion to their numbers; they are constant and consistent Library resource users." The Dewey teaching staff enjoys the new courses: "We like the one-on-one contact that we get with these students who are totally focused on their discipline," says Bernnard. Brustman agrees, adding that "This coursework creates a friendly relationship between students and librarians. We want to be helpful for future research projects."
New acquisitions for the M.E. When you talk with this emeritus professor, he is quick to tell you why he created an endowment in 2001. "I couldn't have written my first book without interlibrary loan service." Professor Martin's five books are all still in print and in use by scholars and students: four of them were published by SpringerVerlag, the world's leading publisher in mathematics.
The George E. Martin Fund contributes to the support of the Library's interlibrary loan services. This department obtains materials nationally and internationally, primarily from research libraries, but also from commercial document delivery vendors, archives, and other sources. These materials are requested by scholars and researchers here at UAlbany. So, too, Albany's Libraries reciprocate for scholars at other institutions. Last year, the department processed more than 40,000 requests. Each request costs approximately $20 per media transaction, according to Suzanne Irving, head of Interlibrary Loan. "The department has supported extensive research projects and provided support for numerous scientific grants at the University." Irving also notes that "future endowment gifts could expand electronic document delivery options for remote users."
George Martin supports other University initiatives and will continue to do so. He also is an enthusiastic Board member for the Friends of the Libraries. Here, he is able to pursue another passion, his love of music. He coordinates the group's annual trip to the Glimmerglass Opera, another organization that benefits from George's generosity.
Still, Professor Martin's commitment to the University Libraries is central to his philanthropy, and will continue into perpetuity through his support of an endowment. "The Library is, after all, the heart of any university. No library, no university; it's that simple."
For more information about establishing an endowment or adding to an existing fund, please contact Dean Meredith 
